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Broad Vancouver coalition calls on the City to hold Airbnb and other short-term 

rental platforms accountable for illegal listings 
 

Vancouver - A Vancouver-based coalition representing workers, tenants, landlords, housing advocates, 
and hospitality providers has joined forces to demand that the City of Vancouver hold short-term rental 
platforms directly accountable for illegal listings. The local groups are affiliated with Fairbnb.ca, 
Canada’s national coalition advocating for fair rules for short-term rentals. 

Fairbnb.ca’s Vancouver members include: Mole Hill Housing Society, Generation Squeeze, LandlordBC, 
Vancouver Tenant’s Union, Homes not Hotels, Bed & Breakfast Innkeeper’s Guild, the Downtown 
Eastside SRO Collaborative and UNITE HERE! Local 40. 

During today’s press conference, the Coalition urged the City to address weaknesses in its currently 
proposed short-term rental regulations which will come before Council this fall. The press conference 
was timed with the release of Fairbnb.ca’s new report, Accountable at the Source: Why Platform 

Accountability Can’t Be Left out of Vancouver’s Short-Term Rental Regulation. 

The report argues that the City is setting itself up for regulatory failure by only policing hosts, while 
letting short-term rental platforms, which facilitate illegal listings, off the hook.  This not only undercuts 
the City’s efforts to regulate the short-term rental market, it undermines efforts to ease Vancouver’s 
unprecedented housing crisis.  A recent study from McGill University shows that Airbnb alone has 
removed almost 4,000 units from Vancouver’s housing market.   
 
“We understand the opportunity actual home-sharing represents for some Vancouver home owners.  
However, to be effective, regulations must have platform accountability.  We simply remain concerned 
about the negative impact on secure, long-term rental housing when vacancy rates are so persistently 
low,” said David Hutniak, CEO of LandlordBC. 
 
Fairbnb.ca acknowledges the City’s effort to lead the way in developing an effective response to the 
growth of the short-term rental market in Canada.  However, the City should look to San Francisco 
which has adopted regulations that require accountability and liability from platforms.  The City of 
Toronto is considering similar measures.  

“The Mayor and Staff are on track in their efforts to discourage real estate investors who use their units 
for short-term tourists rather than long-term residents,” explains Dr. Paul Kershaw, UBC Professor and 
Founder of Generation Squeeze.  “But we still need the City’s regulatory framework to make platforms 
like Airbnb legally accountable to enforce the new rules.” 
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